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On Dec. 13 in Vienna, Argentine President Carlos Menem and Brazilian counterpart Fernando
Collor de Mello witnessed the formalization of a bilateral agreement committing both governments
to the peaceful use of nuclear energy. The pact, proposed by the UN International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA), includes creation of a joint control institution under IAEA auspices to monitor
nuclear plants in Argentina and Brazil. The agreement was perceived as significant because both
governments have been accused of conducting secret military research on nuclear weapons.
The pact marks the first time Brasilia and Buenos Aires have agreed to permitting bilateral and
multilateral control of nuclear material. Although neither government is a signatory to the 1969
Nuclear Non- proliferation Treaty, both presidents indicated hopes for the reactivation of the 1968
Tlatelolco treaty, which calls for the creation of a nuclear-free zone in Latin America. According to
the IAEA, Argentina has two 935 megawatt nuclear power stations and one 692 MW station under
construction, six research reactors, four fuel fabrication facilities and one processing plant. Brazil
has one 626 MW power station in operation and a 1,245 MW station under construction, and four
research reactors, as well as to fuel fabrication and processing facilities. (Sources: Deutsche Press
Agentur, Associated Press, Agence France-Presse, 12/13/91)
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